
 

  

Newsletter of the Episcopal Parish of St. John the Baptist May 2020  

Where  Tradition Welcomes Diversity 

D 
ear friends, 

I want to share with you the latest infor-

mation I have on the possible re-opening of 

our churches, acknowledging that infor-

mation in this regard can change on a moment's notice. Both the Governor and the Bishop have made 

know that they are beginning to plan for a phased reopening of businesses and other institutions, including churches. 

The plan will be gradual, county by county, and involve multiple phases. Each phase will last at least two to three 

weeks, and will be carefully monitored, with the possibility that restrictions will be restored if the infection rates 

spike. We do not expect churches to be included in the earliest phase. We also do not know which counties will 

soon be able to lessen restrictions. (Note that St. John's is in Washington County, whereas many of our parishioners 

live in other counties.) Another factor, or course, is our need to act in conjunction with Oregon Episcopal School. 

 

Although we are unsure when we might enter into the phasing process, we can begin envisioning some scenarios for 

ways we might change how we gather and worship when we are permitted to begin. We do not expect full and un-

restricted return to worship in the foreseeable future. 

 

The reopening rollout will be conducted in three phases. 

 

PHASE ONE: Churches will still be closed; however, people may gather in groups of ten people or less, as long as 

they practice social distancing (staying six feet apart) and wear masks.  This might allow for a small group of people 

to gather in order to record music or live stream a service without a congregation. 

 

PHASE TWO: Churches may reopen; however, all gatherings must be fifty people or less, and require social dis-

tancing on all sides, and the wearing of masks.  The Bishop will require each parish to have a detailed plan on how to 

execute this phase before he will grant permission for a parish to reopen. This means that we could come to church 

for a worship service, but not as a whole 

parish, and everyone, including clergy 

and singers, would be wearing masks. 

 

PHASE THREE: The total number 

allowed to gather will be increased, but 

still with requirements of social distanc-

ing and protective masks.  As said earli-

er, it will be possible to be placed back 

in a former phase (even shelter in place) 

if conditions so warrant. 

(See RECTOR on page 3) 

Letter from the Rector 
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  1  Rhoda Harwood    15  Karen Atiyeh 

  1  David Kilburn    15  Mary McKenzie 

  1  Melanie Merriss    17  Lilian Barnette 

  2  Dan Nisley     17  Margi Waite 

  4  Fiona Findlay    22  Tom Dunham 

  5  Donna Maebori    22  Nancy Anderson 

  7  Kathy Washington   23  David Atiyeh 

10  Kate Crandal    25  Christine Leedy  

12  Robert Grissom    26  Joan Taylor     

12  Naomi Patel    31  Marcus Hagood 

13  Peter Merriss     

May Birthdays               

New Members — On February 23rd St. John’s welcomed new families. We are reintroducing them 

in these pages over the following months: Linda Staab, Julie Graham; Claudia Round and Julia Pitcher; 
Greg Friesen; Rich and Phyllis Clark; and . . . 

Tom and the Rev. Carol Hull  — We welcome Tom and Carol Hull! They hail originally 

from El Paso, Texas where they met in the 8th grade! Carol 

became an Episcopal priest and Tom’s profession focused 

on transportation. They retired together in Dayton Ohio 

and found a home in Lake Oswego near their children and 

grandchildren. Now Tom avidly plays tennis and Carol 

enjoys collecting miniature pieces of art especially nativity 

scenes from around the world. Together they are well 

travelled; enjoy the performing arts and Native American  

offerings. Carol is a quilter and enjoys reading. Greet 

them with our usual St. John the Baptist welcome  and 

share your travels with them. We look forward to getting 

to know them and their  talents with the church family. 

Lynn Hingson 
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Parish Finances 

I 
n early April, a letter came in the mail from our senior warden, Cheryl Edwards, reminding us of 
ways to continue to financially support our beloved St. John’s community during this time of sepa-
ration. Many of us responded by becoming new e-Givers, catching up on our pledge and paying 
ahead in some cases.  

Our parish finances continue to be in good shape due to your strong response. Although we are still amid 
a period where we are not able to gather together in person, our contributions in the mail and electroni-
cally are allowing us to continue to support our staff and carry out our mission. Thank you for your  
vigorous support of the parish! It is a powerful  
expression of the strength of our love. 

If you have a question at any time about your pledge  
or how to donate electronically, please  
let me know. 

Mark FitzMaurice 
Treasurer 

These latter phases also would require appropriate cleaning and sanitizing of spaces before and after use, as well as 

no sharing of objects, such as collection plates, vessels, holy water, etc. The question of how communion might be 

distributed is a good one! 

The Bishop has noted that he will always approve a plan that is MORE cautious than what is allowed. He has sug-

gested that each parish is different, and will need to strike the balance best suited to its members and culture. As 

stated, we expect to have some combination of online/offline worship for quite a long period, possibly well into 

next year; the question is how to effect an evolution that's right for us. To that end, Mtr. Marianne soon will be 

sending out a poll meant to get a pulse of what matters most to you, so our decisions can reflect our collective val-

ues as a parish. This will will not be a "vote", but rather, a sharing of your current frame of mind to help inform 
our decisions on the best and safest ways to offer edifying worship. 

As I said, things will be evolving, and we will try to keep you posted in a timely manner. Let me thank all of you 

who are making our current Zoom Worship so authentic and meaningful. It has been glorious to have services of 

over 130 people at a time! If you have been holding out because of a deep aversion to all things online, I encourage 

you to reconsider, and not miss out on the wonderful community building that happens in these services. Mtr.  

Marianne is great at getting the most inexperienced user comfortable with our online worship, and we would love 

to see your face in the gallery! 

Finally, stay safe; keep others safe, and stay grounded in your faith. And don't hesitate to call any of your clergy 

team for any reason! 

Yours in the Risen Christ, 

(RECTOR, continued from page 1) 
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What Would Love Do? 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Word to the Church:  

April 29, 2020 

A Word to the Church regarding the rubric of love during the COVID-19 pandemic  
from the Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church: 

I 
n the midst of this COVID-19 pandemic, we are now at another one of those threshold moments when im-
portant and significant decisions must be made on all levels of our global community for the good and the well-
being of the entire human family. In this moment, I would ask you to allow me to share with you a Word to 
the Church: What Would Love Do? 

The Easter Season A.D. 2020 
  Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
  of our life's wild, restless sea, 
  day by day his clear voice soundeth, 
  saying, "Christian, follow me" 

[Text of Hymn 549, verse 1 – Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-95), alt.] 

Throughout the Book of Common Prayer there are rubrics, those small or italicized words that don’t always catch 
our eye, that provide direction and guidance for how a liturgy or service is to be conducted. Rubrics tell us what 
must be done and what may be done. They limit us and they give us freedom. They require us to exercise our judg-
ment. And when we are at our best, we exercise this judgment under God’s rubric of love.  

Jesus tells us things like: Love your enemies; Bless those who curse you; Do 
unto others as you would have them do unto you; As you did to the least of 
these who are members of my family you have done to me; Father, forgive; Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, all your 
strength. This is the first and great commandment and the second is like it. You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself. Jesus makes it abundantly clear that 
the way of unselfish, sacrificial love – love that seeks the good and the 
well-being of others as well as the self – that love is the rubric of the 
Christian life.  

This rubric of love is seen no more clearly than in the twenty-first 
chapter of the Gospel according to John.  

When [the disciples] had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon 
son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time he 
said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend 
my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 
sheep.  Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished.  But when 
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish 
to go.”  (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God.)  After this he said to him, “Follow me.”        
[John 21:15-19]  

See PRESIDING BISHOP on page 5 
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The death of Jesus had left his followers disoriented, uncertain, and confused, afraid of what they knew and anxious 
about what they did not know. Thinking that the movement was probably dead, the disciples went back to what they 
knew. They tried to go back to normal. They went fishing.  

They fished all night but didn’t catch a thing. Normal would not return. When the morning came, Jesus showed up 
on the beach, alive, risen from the dead. He asked them, “Children, have you any fish?” They answered, “No.” Then 
he told them to cast the net on the other side of the boat. They did and caught more fish than they could handle. And 
then, Jesus invited them to breakfast.  

After having fed his disciples, Jesus turned to Peter and three times asked him, “Do you love me?” Three times Peter 
said, “Yes.” And Jesus said, “Feed my lambs,” “Tend my sheep,” “Feed my sheep.” In this, Jesus told Peter what love 
looks like. Love God by loving your neighbors, all of them. Love your enemies. Feed the hungry. Bless folk. Forgive 
them. And be gentle with yourself. Follow me. You may make mistakes, you may not do it perfectly. But whatever 
you do, do it with love. The truth is, Jesus gave Peter a rubric for the new normal – God’s rubric of love. 

Today, like Peter and the disciples, we must discern a new normal. COVID-19 has left us disoriented, uncertain, and 
confused, afraid of what we know and anxious about what we do not know. Our old normal has been upended, and 
we hunger for its return.  

I do not say this from a lofty perch. I get it. There is a big part of me that wants to go back to January 2020 when I 
had never heard of COVID-19, and when I only thought of “Contagion” as a movie. Looking back through what I 
know are glasses darkened by loss, I find myself remembering January 2020 as a “golden age.”  

But of course, January 2020 wasn’t perfect, not even close. And anyway, I can’t go back. None of us can go back.  
We must move forward. But we don’t know for sure what the new normal will be. Fortunately, God’s rubric of 
love shows us the way.  

In her book The Dream of God the late Verna Dozier, who was a mentor to me, wrote:  

Kingdom of God thinking calls us to risk. We always see through a glass darkly, and that is what faith is about. I will live by the 
best I can discern today. Tomorrow I may find out I was wrong. Since I do not live by being right, I am not destroyed by being 
wrong. The God revealed in Jesus, whom I call the Christ, is a God whose forgiveness goes ahead of me, and whose love sustains me 
and the whole created world. That God bursts all the definitions of our small minds, all the limitations of our timid efforts, all the 
boundaries of our institutions.                     [The Dream of God, Verna Dozier, Cowley Publications (1991), Seabury Classics (2006)]  

Kingdom of God thinking is already happening.  God’s rubric of love is already in action.  I’ve been watching bish-
ops, priests, deacons, and lay people of our church following Jesus in the practices that make up his way of love and 
doing things we never imagined. The creativity and the risk-taking – done with love – is amazing.  

We’ve been trying, making mistakes, learning, regrouping, trying anew. I’ve seen it. Holy Week and Easter hap-
pened in ways that none of us dreamed possible. I’ve quietly read Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and Compline 
online with you. I’ve seen soup kitchens, pantries, and other feeding ministries carefully doing their work in safe and 
healthy ways. Zoom coffee hours, bible studies, and small discipleship groups. I’ve seen this church stand for the 
moral primacy of love. I’ve seen it, even when public health concerns supersede all other considerations, including 
in-person worship. That is moral courage. Who knows, but that love may demand more of us. But fear not, just re-
member what the old slaves use to say, walk together, children, and don’t you get weary, because there is a great 
camp meeting in the Promised Land. Oh, I’ve seen us do what we never thought we would or could do, because we 
dared to do what Jesus tells us all to do.  

See PRESIDING BISHOP on page 6 

PRESIDING BISHOP continued from page 4 
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As our seasons of life in the COVID-19 world continue to turn, we are called to continue to be creative, to risk, 
to love. We are called to ask, What would unselfish, sacrificial love do?  

What would love do? Love is the community praying together, in ways old and new. Love finds a path in this new 
normal to build church communities around being in relationship with God. Love supports Christians in spiritual 
practices. Prayer, meditation, study. Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, Rest.  

What would love do? Love calls us to care for our neighbors, for our enemies. Love calls us to attend to those in 
prison, to those who are homeless, to those in poverty, to children, to immigrants and refugees. Love calls us to 
be in relationship with those with whom we disagree.  

What would love do? Love calls us to be gentle with ourselves, to forgive our own mistakes, to take seriously the 
Sabbath. Love calls us to be in love with God, to cultivate a loving relationship with God, to spend time with 
God, to be still and know that God is God.  

Jesus says, Simon, son of John, do you love me?  
Jesus says, Michael, son of Dorothy and Kenneth, do you love me?   
Jesus says, Do you love me?  

Jesus says, Follow me, and take the risk to live the question, What would love do? 

This, my friends, is God’s rubric of love. This, my friends, is God’s very way of life. 

    In our joys and in our sorrows, 
  days of toil and hours of ease, 
  still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
  "Christian, love me more than these." 

   Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, 
  Savior, may we hear thy call, 
  give our hearts to thine obedience, 
  serve and love thee best of all. 

 [Text of Hymn 549, verses 4 and 5 – Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-95), alt.] 

God love you. God bless you. And may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love. 

Amen. 

+Michael 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
The Episcopal Church 

   
  
 
 

PRESIDING BISHOP continued from page 5 
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Zoom Worship 
by Mtr. Marianne 

S ome of you have asked if you can easily find and share our Zoom worship schedule. While we will still share in 
email to you, emails have a way of sinking to bottom of your inbox.  So we've prepared a document (see below on 
this page) you can access at any time via our website here. Please also point friends and family who might want to 
join us to this link. Just open the link, then capture the URL address at the top bar in your browser, and paste it into 
an email to send to folks. We love having guests on Zoom!! And we'll keep the document up to date with any 
changes.  

A ZOOM ETIQUETTE REQUEST:  It's tempting to dial into a meeting early—sometimes WAY early—to make 
sure your connection is good, then go about your business. However if you are the first in a meeting, you have the 
effect of blocking any other meetings that may be scheduled by the host at that time. So we kindly ask people to 
wait until 15-20 minutes before a meeting to dial in. Thank you!! 

Prayer for People Critically Ill or Facing Great Uncertainty 
 God of the present moment, 
 God who in Jesus stills the storm 
 and soothes the frantic heart; 
 bring hope and courage to all 
 who wait or work in uncertainty. 
 

[- Adapted from New Zealand Prayer Book, p. 765] 

Bring hope that you will make them the equal 
of whatever lies ahead. 
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided, 
for your will is health and wholeness; 
you are God, and we need you. Amen. 

https://sjb-pdx.org/academic-year-theme/
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Meet the Finalists 
Link to Bishop of Oregon Candidates 

https://www.oregonbishopsearch.org/  

Walkabout week – August 9-14, 2020 – sites to be determined 

Electing Convention – August 29, 2020 – Church of the Good Samaritan, Corvallis 

Ordination and Consecration – January 30, 2021 – Trinity Cathedral, Portland 

Special Announcement: 
Changes to Transition Schedule 

I 
n good faith and out of an abundance of caution and love, the Walkabout Week and Electing Convention are post-
poned until August. Our hope is that there will be a window of opportunity from a health and safety perspective, 
allowing us to meet our candidates and for them to come to know Oregon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As we continue through this uncertain and ever-evolving environment, we will continue to monitor health and safety rec-
ommendations and may make further adjustments as needed. 
 

Your Standing Committee and Transition  Team 

https://www.oregonbishopsearch.org/
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Healing Ministry at St. John’s 
By Fr. Steve Norcross 

 

H 
ealing, or unction, is a sacramental rite of the church, and is described in the catechism as the 

Rite of anointing the sick with oil, or the laying on of hands, by which God’s grace is given for the healing of 

spirit, mind, and body. Book of Common Prayer, page 861. 

There are at present seven members of the healing team, in addition to Fr. Robert, Mtr. Marianne, 

and Deacon Annette. They are Cordelia Agum, Brother John Bean, Kimberly Beck, Mary McCarter, Fr. Steve 

Norcross, Liz O’Callahan, and Louise Sethman. These are persons who have dedicated themselves to an ongoing 

study of the ministry healing, and are approved for membership on the team by the rector. 

The team meets once a month in the Lady Chapel for study, discussion, and prayer. The team is currently reading 

Healing by Francis MacNutt, Ph.D. A physician, Dale Matthews, M.D., has reviewed the book and states that it is 

a comprehensive, authoritative, and ultimately transformative work… The book is readily available from bookstores and 

libraries. Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana. ISBN 0-87793-675-5. The healing team recommends the book 

to any who want to know more about the ministry of healing, for themselves and for others. The author makes the 

point that “healing can be an ordinary, common activity of Christian life.” 

If you have attended the 10am service of Holy Eucharist, you may have noticed that two members of the healing 

team are stationed at the transept altar, to the left of the organ, for any who wish to come forward. The Tuesday 

10:20am Eucharist offers anointing and prayer by the presider. 

Upon occasion, the supplicant (Dr. MacNutt’s term) will ask for 

prayers for another, or for one’s self. Others may touch a shoul-

der in support after the team member or priest has been spoken 

to. 

The team welcomes and encourages requests for prayer for heal-

ing. An email to the writer of this article snorx@hevanet.com 

will forward requests to the team and will remain a confidential 

request. If the supplicant would like a name mentioned during 

the Prayers of the People or listed in church publications, a re-

quest for that will be forwarded to the appropriate coordinator. 

A call to the church office 503.245.3777 is also in order. 

The healing ministry of the church has come a long way from 

only being for those near death, as well as thankfully developing 

away from sensational productions by those who would grand-

stand themselves. A thoughtful, prayerful, and devout ministry 

of healing recognizes that Jesus Christ is the great healer, and 

that the church’s ministry to the sick and troubled is quietly 

available for all. 

 

 

mailto:snorx@hevanet.com

