
 

  

Newsletter of the Episcopal Parish of St. John the Baptist September 2019  

Where  Tradition Welcomes Diversity 

Letter from the Rector  

D 
ear Friends, 

Ever since St. John’s celebrated the Year of the Bible a few years ago, we as a parish, have 

enjoyed spending the academic year focusing on a different aspect of our faith. We spent a 

year celebrating the Fruit of the Spirit, culminating in the Pentecost Cantata your Music Di-

rector and I wrote to reflect on the Spirit working in our lives. Last year we observed the Year of the Beati-

tudes, each month reflecting on one of those amazing counter-cultural sayings of Jesus. 

This year we want to contemplate “Faith in Daily Life.” Each month we will highlight a certain profession or 

state of life wherein some of our parishioners are deeply involved. We will honor those professions in our 

Sunday liturgies, and we will provide forums after Church to look into how our faith is lived out in our 9-5 

days. Of course, it would be impossible to cover every way that people spend their days, but hopefully we 

will explore enough different ones to help us all make connections. 

The year will be organized as follows: 

                                  I hope we will spend this year really trying to make connections  
between what we do in Church on Sunday mornings and what we do 
out in the world in our daily life. St. John’s Mission Statement points 
out that “we strive to grow as Christian disciples,”  and that my friends 
is a 24/7 proposition.  
  
                                                       Blessings, 

  education (because school starts back up!) 

  healing (because the Feast of St. Luke the Physician falls on 10/18) 

  finance (because it’s Stewardship month) 

  the arts (because it’s the month of music and pageants) 

  social justice work & government employees (because it’s the month of MLK) 

  retirement (just because!) 

  math/science/technology (because it’s the month of National Pi Day) 

  ecology & outdoor professions (because 4/22 is Earth Day) 

  parenthood (because in May & June we celebrate Mothers and Fathers) 

September:   

October:   

November:   

December:   

January:   

February:   

March:   

April:   

May:   
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  1  Margaret Sivertsen  14  Matt Waite 

  1  Reid Vanderburgh   16  Doug Beers 

  5  Mark Hochgesang    16  Greg Brown 

  6  David Olsen+    16  Sue Meyer 

  9  Blaise Barnette    18  Alice Collier 

  9  Doris Gleason    19  Mary Ann Hurst 

10  Ted Miller     22  Heather Wenrick+ 

11  Madeleine Bradford 26  Nick De Morgan  

11  Zach Lenox    26  Joyce Schafer 

12  Mara Alvarez     27  Laura Moran     

13  Bill Meyer     30  John Kost 

14 Mary Lawrence     

     

September Birthdays              

SAVE THE DATE 

Coulter Concert:  
Celebration of the Expanded Organ  

with Concert Organist Bruce Neswick  
October 13, 2019, Sunday Afternoon, 4:00 PM 

B 
ruce Neswick enjoys immense popularity and is in tremendous demand throughout the 

country as organist, improviser, choral conductor and trainer, commis-

sioned composer, and hymn festival leader. He is a musician whose 

playing vibrates with energy, is full of radiant color, and always expert-

ly crafted. Mr. Neswick holds the Fellowship degree from the Royal School of 

Church Music and was awarded an honorary doctorate in 2016 by the University of 

the South, Sewanee, TN. He is the Canon for Cathedral Music at Trinity Cathedral 

(Episcopal) in Portland, Oregon.  

Special Music  
Sunday, September 1 

D avid Pendleton Oakerhater is not a well-known 

name by most, but he is remembered in our Church  

calendar on September 1.  Known as “God’s warrior” 

among the Cheyenne Indians of Oklahoma, Oakerhater 

came to Christ after being imprisoned for fighting against 

the U.S. Army.  He was eventually ordained a deacon, and 

became a missionary to the Cheyenne.  In thanksgiving for 

his life and witness to peace, education, and service, our 

music at the 10:00 am mass will be from the Native  

American tradition.    
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Lindsey Rae Johnson, alto 
Praised for her passion, artistry, and commanding stage presence, Lindsey Johnson has performed 

throughout the United States and Europe. A finalist in several vocal competitions and recipient of  

numerous music scholarships, Lindsey has participated in master classes with world class musicians, 

including Craig Terry,  

Costanza Cuccaro, and Sylvia Greenburg. Lindsey received her 

Master of Music degree in Vocal Performance from the Universi-

ty of North Texas. She graduated in 2012 with a 3.95 GPA,  

having studied under Dr. Lynn Eustis. Lindsey received her 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Music, magna cum laude, from  

Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. She is a member of Pi Kappa 

Lambda music honor society, Delta Phi Alpha German honor 

society, Phi Kappa Phi academic honor society, Alpha Chi  

academic honor society, and Mu Phi Alpha professional music  

fraternity. 

H 
ave you missed us? The Choir, Fred, and myself have had a wonderful summer break. Now we’re 
looking forward to our first rehearsal of the new season (September 5, choir members!), but 
more, I’m  very happy to introduce our two new artists-in-residence. Please join me in welcoming  
Lindsey Johnson and Michael McDonald! Following are their bios and pictures.  

P.S.  Singing in the choir is fun, you’ll relieve stress, get to know some terrific people; not to mention, you’ll 

be praising God with all your heart. If you have some singing experience (it doesn’t matter how much), contact 
me and you can give it a try (or, like some of the choir members, join for decades). I’m at 503-880-6278 or 
scot@scotcrandal.com. 

St. John’s Choir Update 
by Scot Crandal 

 

Michael McDonald, tenor 
Michael grew up listening to his mother singing and listening to songs from the World War II era, and 

as a result has been drawn to this music all his life. After getting a 

Bachelor's Degree in Music (Voice), he took a break from music to 

develop a career in software engineering. The pull back to music 

was irresistible however, and now he's back at it, actively singing 

with many groups, including PGMC and the acapella subgroup  

Cascade, as well as Portland's Resonance Ensemble. Michael has been 

a featured soloist with various high-profile groups including PGMC 

and has sung the national anthem for many events in the area. After 

living in California for many years, he's now happy to make Portland 

his home with his husband Vince and sweet  

rescue dog, Pippin. 
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A 
 cradle Episcopalian, sister to an Orthodox rabbi, and grand-daughter of missionaries to China, I 

grew up a “faculty brat” from Ann Arbor, Michigan, but have lived in Oregon since 1988. I was  

ordained to the priesthood in January 2017 and have served in two capacities:  at St Gabriel as  

Transitional Deacon and Associate Rector since Summer of 2016; and as chaplain and spiritual care  

coordinator at William Temple House in Portland. I received my Masters in Divinity at Portland Seminary in 

2014, with a concentration in inter-cultural and indigenous studies, and took my “Anglican year” at Virginia  

Theological Seminary in 2015-16. I am an EFM graduate and a graduate of the College of Congregational  

Development. 

Prior to my ordination, my 30-year professional career 

was in communications and public relations: I was  

Executive Vice President and Chief Innovation Officer of 

Waggener Edstrom, a global communications firm, and 

have experience in strategic planning, executive  

communications, crisis management, and narrative  

development. I served for three years as a board member 

of NetHope, a non-profit consortium of the world’s  

largest humanitarian organizations (Mercy Corps, Red 

Cross, Oxfam, etc.) who are collaborating to use  

information technology innovative ways in their global 

development work, and have recently joined the board of 

Willamette Falls Trust, working to restore the beautiful 

Willamette Falls area for the good of the public. 

An Enneagram 7 (‘Enthusiast’) and Meyers Briggs ENFJ, 

I am a graduate of Oberlin College in Ohio and completed all but my thesis toward a Masters of Science in Mass 

Communications and Journalism at San Jose State University. I speak and read intermediate Spanish.  Finally, I am 

a great lover of music: I studied viola for many years, was in an award-winning string quartet, have sung in  

multiple choruses and choirs, and studied voice with Angela Niederloh.  

I’m so thrilled to receive a call to serve at St John the Baptist and look forward to meeting every one of you.  

Introduction 
by Marianne Allison, Associate “Rector-Elect” 
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Feast of St. Michael and All Angels 

T 
he celebration of “Michaelmas” on September 29 has long been an Anglican favorite. As it falls on  

a Sunday this year, we at St. John’s will celebrate it with appropriate hymns and scripture, as well 

as a special setting of the mass. The choir will be learning a modern English adaptation of the  

Gregorian Mass setting Missa de Angelis, the Mass of the Angels. This hauntingly beautiful setting 

was regularly sung at the Rector’s home parish in San Francisco during his early adult years. Its timeless quality 

is an invitation into mystery and adoration. 

Concert by Irridescence 
“Frivolous, Familiar & Fantastique” is the theme of Iridescence Piano Flute Duo Concert on Sunday, September 

29, 2019, 3:00 pm.  Patti Duthie, piano, and Donna Maebori, flute, will be presenting a wide variety of music 

for your enjoyment:  Mozart, John Williams, Beatles, Cole Porter, Disney tunes, Bach and more.   

Barbara Reimer is hosting the concert at Seminole Estates Clubhouse,  
                                                                   100 SW 195th Avenue in Beaverton.   
Light refreshments following the concert. 
Directions: From SW Baseline, turn north on SW 195th.  At the end of 195th, straight ahead of you, will be the 
gate (open) for Seminole Estates.  Drive on in and follow the road for about a minute.  When you come to the 
first stop sign, look to your left and that’s where the clubhouse is, on the corner of Pine St. and Poplar Blvd. 

Parking is limited to 40+ parking spaces on three sides of the block where the clubhouse is.  The first two sides 
are easily visible.  To get to the third side, go on Poplar Blvd. toward the white fence.  Perhaps come early! 

Any donation amount is welcome, $10 suggested per person. 
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Active Shooter Training for Communities of Faith 
by Donna Maebori, Senior Warden  

O 
n June 30 of this year Geoff Dunham and I attended an active shooter training 
event at Niveh Shalom Synagogue. Lots of people attended, maybe 300. There 
were two sections to the presentation. The first was a series of speeches by 
top officials from Portland’s Police Bureau, FBI Portland Field Office, US Attor-

neys District of Oregon, Oregon State Police, Multnomah / Washington / Clackamas Counties 
Sheriff Offices. They explained that law enforcement is partnering with Portland area congrega-

tions for the benefit of congregations and communities. To that end, OneCOPpdx has been 

created, which means “One Congregation One Precinct,” which uses a proactive approach 

to dealing with tensions around police-involved incidences. According to the OneCOP web-

site, this collaboration is currently found in Atlanta, Indianapolis and Portland.   

One point made during this time was that our hearing and seeing so much violence through our media has 
given an impression that our nation has become much more dangerous. However, since 1970 the murder and assault 
rate has been cut in half, due in part to better effectiveness in breaking cycles of violence. One’s chances of being 
assaulted or killed by an active shooter is actually very low. It is the safest time regarding crime rate in U.S. history. 
The second part was the “Civilian Active Shooter Response Training.” We were presented four aspects of training: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST AID 

PLAN 

RUN,  
HIDE,  
FIGHT 

Each congregation should develop a plan. In addition to congregation members, also have security personnel 
and maintenance personnel who know the building well on the committee. Do a site assessment. When the 
plan is completed, “cross-pollinate” it with others such as local police.  

Actually, a disturbance is much more likely to occur than an active shooter, so have the plan address that 
possibility as well. 

“Run, Hide, Fight” is a mantra that can break through panic.  Most active shooter incidences involve one 
shooter and is over in 5 minutes.  So if you can run away, run.  If not, hide.  If neither is an option, fight.  
If you fight, commit to the fight, see it through.  You can see a 6 minute video on You Tube “Run, Hide, 
Fight® Response to an Active Shooter” that illustrates these choices really well.   

Of course each situation is unique and the answer to any given question is “It depends.”  But a few salient 
points were that playing dead is an option but hard to do and certainly no guarantee, but better than noth-
ing if all other options are gone.  Negotiation with the active shooter very rarely is effective in saving lives.  
Good guys with guns can look like bad guys with guns to arriving police, and can be very problematic. 

Three skill sets needed:    Stop the Bleed, learn to apply a tourniquet,        

 Basic First Aid,                                         CPR. 

First responders, police and/or SWAT, are not there to attend to the injured but instead will find and stop 
the active shooter.  For members of the congregation to know how to help fellow members with bleeding and 
other problems is highly recommended.  Of course such efforts begin only when it is safe to do so.   

Look at your medical kit in your house of worship.  Need to have compression bandages, tourniquets,  
etcetera. 
 

1. 
3. 2. 

See SAFETY continued on page 7 
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911 
 

 

Lastly, we were given further resources: 
1)  OneCOP website.   
2)  You Tube 6 minute “Run, Hide, Fight® Response to an Active Shooter” 
3)  FBI.gov: “Active Shooter Guide” and “Active Shooter Event: Quick Reference Guide” are 1-2 pages each. 
     Longer documents at FBI.gov are “Developing High Quality Emergency Plans for Houses of Worship,” and  
     “Making Prevention a Reality: Identifying, Assessing and Managing the Threat of Targeted Attacks.” 
 
In the months ahead our junior warden, Brent McCarter, will be starting the development of a plan. Of course there 
will need to be a committee formed to see this project through.  If you have any comments or suggestions, let us know. 

Gratefully, 
Donna Maebori, Senior Warden   

(SAFETY, continued from page 6) 

Don’t call 911 if someone else has already called, so that the system doesn’t break down.  
Communication lines need to be open to those with good information for the police.  

Contemplative Opportunity 
by Lynn Hingson 

Be still…. 

These are “interesting times”.  

We react in many ways that can include fear, sorrow, angst etc. 

Yet there is a stillness that comforts and provides peace of soul.  

“Be still and know that I am God”. 

Join others in sharing that stillness on the third Wednesday of each month from 1-3 PM   in the Bishop 

Ladehoff beginning September 18th. 

Room.  We will hold a time for focused discussion followed by  

meditation/contemplative prayer. 

Groups are limited to eight (8). 

Contact Lynn Hingson for more information: lynn1@comcast.net  

mailto:lynn1@comcast.net
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Sunday Forums 
The VOCATION studied in September’s Forums is:  

“Education” 

September   1 —  No forum. (Labor Day) 

September   8 —  No Forum:  Celebrate the beginning of the Choir & Church School season with 
                                     a potluck picnic outside the Upper School Dining Hall. 
  

September 15 —  Educators Forum:  St. John’s parishioners who have been involved in  
                                     education will reflect on how their profession connects with their faith . 

September 22 —  Oregon Episcopal School Associate Head of School, Peter Kraft, will talk 
                                     about why Inquiry-based Learning is so important at OES. 

September 29 —  On this Feast of St. Michael & All Angels, Parishioner Inez Valencia will reflect 
                                     on a meaningful understanding of angels in our own time, and how they have 
                                     impacted her life . 

September Picnic 

Let’s CELEBRATE the beginning of a new school year, the return of our choir from summer 

break, and the anticipation of our new associate rector in October . . . . . with . .  . . .  

A PICNIC! 

We’ll gather under the OES Upper School covered area following the 10:00 service for a  

potluck lunch — bring a beverage or your favorite covered dish to share.  

Everyone had such a FANTASTIC time at our Pentecost BBQ,  

we want to create another experience of community that St. John’s does so well. 
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Lights Camera Auction 2019 may be behind us, but  

the good that came from the event will be felt for years  

to come. Potluck In the Park and Shepherd’s Door will be  

                                     given much appreciated funds ($11,000 each!) to carry on their vital work in 

our community. There were many hands and many hours of contribution that created an experience 

of celebration of movies and mission. The Auction team provided creativity, enthusiasm, and dedi-

cated numerous hours to collect and promote the auction items and transform the lower school into 

a Hollywood set. The festive tables showed off centerpieces of red roses on white linen and were 

crowned with white star balloons.  

The spirit of the Parish encouraged everyone to donate, buy tickets, and bid with open hearts. Brent 

Miller and Elsie Edge managed a plethora of requests and provided essential help to all. Tom Burns 

stepped up to rally us as the MC and did a fantastic job. Our caterer, Eleanor Suman and her crew, 

worked hard to adapt to our setting and pulled it off exceptionally well!  

The evening would not have been the same without Fr. Robert and Pete Carney’s presentation of 

movie clips and inspiration. They worked out many technical problems, even on the day of the 

event! Chis Sheik is a consummate auctioneer who offered our 

crowd enthusiasm and focus. 

I think the outcome speaks joyfully to all of us! When people 

come together for a cause they can have fun and have beneficial 

results (over $30,000 for St. John’s ministry and mission). 

Maybe that is what we can be so proud of! I know I have been 

blessed to be a part of this and grateful to Matt Waite and  

everyone who was a part of the auction.    

Monica Schneider-Anthony,  
Auction Co-Chair 

 

And a huge THANK YOU to Mon ica from us all!  

I t’s a Wrap!!  

Rhonda and Rhoda  
celebrate successful bids! 

 


